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Cover Story 

Extremely Mainstream 
As skateboarders and BMX bikers stoke their outlaw image, savvy promoters are selling extreme 

sports as a TV-friendly alternative for Americans bored with bats, balls and race cars. 

By Joshua Hammann
Photos by Matt Stone

BLOG

Jim Higdon (right), from The 

Courier-Journal will be at the 

Dew Action Sports Tour. Click 

here to check out his blog of the event.

At the beginning, with the suit-and-tie types still milling 

about and the teachers and parent volunteers trying to 

get the children settled down, Jamie Bestwick keeps his 

head down. He's not completely retreating into the folder 

full of mission statements and market goals that he's 

holding, but his head is tilted at an angle sharp enough for Mayor Jerry Abramson and local tourism honcho Jim Wood, 

the men sitting on either side of the BMX pro, to easily hold a conversation. 

Behind the stage where Bestwick is sitting, a few random skateboarders and BMXers casually roll and carve along the 

cement transitions of the Louisville Extreme Park, a smooth gray temple of grinds, kick flips and big air. 

But Bestwick does not stay prone for long. Soon, those 

same suit-and-tie types are onstage announcing exciting 

initiatives and praising every last municipal entity that 

helped make all this possible. And Bestwick is right there 

with them, clapping and laughing at the proper moments 

and even engaging the mayor between speakers. 

This glad-handing with local pols is in stark contrast to 
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Australian BMXer Cameron White did a back flip at the 

Louisville Extreme Park. The professional rider will be at 

the Panasonic Open, part of the Dew Action Sports Tour.

Mikey Rogers of Louisville placed second in an amateur 

contest conducted by the Dew Action Sports Tour recently 

at the Louisville Extreme Park.

the new film "Lords of Dogtown," the story of the 

Southern California hell raisers who kick started the 

skateboarding revolution back in the '70s, skating in 

empty swimming pools and feuding with the police. 

When Bestwick is called to the podium bearing both the 

Louisville city seal and the Dew Action Sports Tour logo, 

he steps up, takes a long pull from a can of Mountain 

Dew and proclaims Louisville the best possible choice for 

the inaugural event of NBC's Dew Action Sports Tour, 

which is intended to give skateboarding and BMX the 

kind of infrastructure and organization that has propelled 

NASCAR and the PGA Tour into the same rarefied air as 

the NFL, NBA and Major League Baseball. 

There have been attempts like this before, and not 

unsuccessful ones. ESPN's X Games is a growing 

franchise that twice a year (in summer and in winter) 

has skateboarders, bikers and snowboarders vying for 

the same airtime that is usually reserved for baseballs, 

footballs and race cars. To a lesser extent, Saturn's 

Gravity Games competition has also brought legitimacy 

to sports that have their roots in urban mayhem, i.e. find 

a spot, skate it until the cops come and then run like 

hell. 

But professional skateboarding has been evolving from 

those guerilla tactics for years. The sport's biggest star, 

the legendary Tony Hawk, earns millions in 
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Tyrone Porter of Louisville grabbed some air at the 

Louisville Extreme Park. 

endorsements and appearance fees and lends his name 

to videogames, clothing and a television show. It's hardly 

the life of a marauding outlaw laying waste to metal 

railings, concrete stairwells and park benches. 

Bestwick, a 33-year-old Englishman who has won gold 

medals at both the X Games and Gravity Games, said 

that while the rebel roots of action sports are still alive, 

it's time to realize there are livings to be made here. 

"Athletes and action sports are a big deal," he said. "I 

think a lot of times you still view us as kids out on the 

street making a nuisance, but a lot of hours go into this." 

Bestwick, who fully committed himself to BMX just five years ago after leaving his job inspecting engine blades for 

commercial airlines, is not just a spokesman for what seems to be the unavoidable future of skateboarding, BMX and 

the like. Rather, he is scheduled to appear at all five stops of the Dew Action Sports Tour. 

The Panasonic Open, which runs Thursday through Sunday at the Kentucky Fair & Exposition Center, is the first event, 

and will be followed by competitions in Denver; Portland, Ore.; San Jose, Calif.; and Orlando, Fla., through October. 

Over the course of the tour, a cumulative points system will determine an overall winner, with hundreds of thousands of 

dollars on the line for individual event winners and an overall champion. 

But perhaps even more valuable to the athletes is 32 hours of coverage the five competitions will receive via NBC and 

the USA Network. 

"Over the past 10 years, action sports have seen an huge growth, but it's been lacking infrastructure like a cohesive 

season," said Wade Martin, general manager of Dew Actions Sports. 

Naturally, there are skeptics. 
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Taking a breather between runs around the Louisville Extreme Park, Joe Skinner remembers skateboarding as just 

another one of several sports he played as a kid in Florida. As he got older and baseball and basketball fell by the 

wayside, skateboarding remained. 

Now 34, Skinner takes his lunch breaks from Best Buy at the park, and is ever-grateful for what the city built. Still, the 

tour makes him a little uneasy. 

"It's good in some aspects, because we have this park, but having to put up with all that, sometimes it doesn't seem 

like it's worth it," Skinner said. "There are more parks now than there have ever been. They're popping up everywhere, 

and we wouldn't have that going on if it weren't for the TV and all the money it's generating." 

Open since April 2002, the downtown park has indeed been good for business. 

Little skate shops have popped up in the blocks surrounding the 40,000 square-foot, $2.5 million park and its presence 

virtually ensures Louisville to be a permanent candidate whenever action sports events are being scheduled. 

Even before the park was built, Louisville had established itself as a city willing to embrace alternative athletics. 

In 1999, ESPN brought the X Trials, a sort of warm-up act for the X Games, to Louisville. The X Trials morphed into the 

B3 Games, which drew massive crowds here in 2000 and 2001, the year Bestwick captured a gold medal in the BMX 

vert competition. 

With his various medals and mainstream corporate sponsors such as Hyundai and Boost Mobile, Bestwick sees no 

philosophical compromise as action sports and athletes make a hard push toward wider acceptance. 

"I think for a sport like ours, we needed to ease our way in there," he said. "Every other sport, it was pretty much a 

sport from the start; you set up a time, people play and there's a winner. I think with the help of NBC and the full trust 

of the athletes, we'll oversee it, and if it's going in the wrong direction, we'll have the capabilities to shut it down and 

redirect it." 

And as much as that crash-and-burn, "skate or die" attitude fueled the creation of modern skateboarding, it should also 

be noted that Stacy Peralta and Tony Alva, two of the young rebels featured in "Lords of Dogtown," went on to establish 
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two of the biggest skateboard manufacturing companies. 

There are livings to be made here. 

Concerts
The Exies

and Crossfade

9 p.m. Friday

The Offspring

and Acceptance

9 p.m. Saturday 

Shows are on the parking lot stage and are included with admission to the Panasonic Open. 

Panasonic Open 
Dew Action Sports Tour 

Thursday through Sunday 

Kentucky Fair & Exposition Center 

Tickets are $12 daily, $35 for four-day pass 

Available via Ticketmaster (361-3100 or www.ticketmaster.com) and the fairgrounds box office, 367-5001 

Thursday 

Noon-2 p.m. FMX Practice, Old Cardinal Stadium 

Noon-3:45 p.m. BMX Park Practice, Freedom Hall 

4-6:30 p.m. BMX Park Prelims, Freedom Hall 

2:30-5 p.m. SKB Vert Open Qualifier Practice, Freedom Hall 
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4-6 p.m. BMX Dirt Open Qualifier Practice, Old Cardinal Stadium 

5-7 p.m. SKB Vert Open Qualifier, Freedom Hall 

6:30-7:30 p.m. BMX Park Practice, Freedom hall 

7-9 p.m. BMX Vert Open Qualifier Practice, Freedom Hall 

7:30-8:30 p.m. BMX Park Final, Freedom Hall 

9-11:30 p.m. SKB Park Practice, Freedom Hall 

Friday 

Noon-12:30 p.m. FMX Practice, Old Cardinal Stadium 

Noon-2 p.m. BMX Vert Open Qualifier, Freedom Hall 

Noon-2 p.m. SKB Vert Practice, Freedom Hall 

12:30-3:15 p.m. SKB Park Practice, Freedom Hall 

1-3:30 p.m. FMX Prelims, Old Cardinal Stadium 

3:30-5:30 p.m. SKB Park Prelims, Freedom Hall 

4-6 p.m. BMX Dirt Open Qualifier Practice, Old Cardinal Stadium 

5:30-6:45 p.m. SKB Park Practice, Freedom Hall 

6-9:30 p.m. BMX Dirt Open Qualifier, Old Cardinal Stadium 

7-8:30 p.m. SKB Park Final, Freedom Hall 

Saturday 
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Noon-1:30 p.m. FMX Practice, Old Cardinal Stadium 

12:30-3:15 p.m. SKB Vert Practice, Freedom Hall 

2-3:30 p.m. FMX Final, Old Cardinal Stadium 

3:30-6 p.m. SKB Vert Prelims, Freedom Hall 

3:30-4:30 p.m. BMX Dirt Practice, Old Cardinal Stadium 

4:30-7 p.m. BMX Dirt Prelims, Old Cardinal Stadium 

6-7 p.m. Women's SKB Vert Practice, Freedom Hall 

7-7:30 p.m. Women's SKB Vert Final, Freedom Hall 

7-7:30 p.m. BMX Dirt Practice, Old Cardinal Stadium 

7:30-8:30 p.m. BMX Dirt Final, Old Cardinal Stadium 

7:30-10:30 p.m. BMX Vert Practice, Freedom Hall 

Sunday 

Noon-12:45 p.m. SKB Vert Practice, Freedom Hall 

1-2:30 p.m. SKB Vert Final, Freedom Hall 

3-4 p.m. BMX Vert Practice, Freedom Hall 

4-5:30 p.m. BMX Vert Prelims, Freedom Hall 

5:30-6 p.m. BMX Vert Practice, Freedom Hall 

6-7 p.m. BMX Vert Final, Freedom Hall 
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BMX = biking, SKB = skateboarding, FMX = motocross 

On TV 

Saturday 

Midnight-1 a.m., USA Network 

2-4 p.m., NBC (WAVE-3) 

Sunday 

Midnight-1 a.m., USA Network 

1-3 p.m., NBC (WAVE-3) 

Action Figures 

The Dew Action Sports Tour has enlisted some of the top competitors in the world of extreme sports. Here are a few of 

the names coming to Louisville for the Panasonic Open: 

 Jamie Bestwick 

BMX Vert 

Age: 33 

Hometown: Nottingham, England 

Career Highlights: 2000 and 2003 X Games vert gold medalist; 2004 Gravity Games vert gold medalist. 

As of 1998, Bestwick was still a full-time aerospace inspector in his native England. He would enter as many 

competitions as he could on the weekends, but it wasn't until he quit his day job that he became one of the top vert 

riders in the world. 

Bucky Lasek 
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 Skateboard Vert 

Age: 32 

Hometown: Baltimore 

Career Highlights: 2003 and 2004 X Games vert gold medalist; 2003 Gravity Games vert gold medalist. 

Bucky Lasek is skateboarding royalty. He's won just about every skateboarding award there is and, judging from his 

episode on MTV's "Cribs," he has been paid handsomely along the way. He is also the first action sports star to appear 

on the cover of ESPN The Magazine. 

 Andy Macdonald 

Skateboard Vert and Street 

Age: 31 

Hometown: Boston 

Career Highlights: 2004 Gravity Games vert silver medalist; 2000 Gravity Games vert gold medalist. 

Macdonald isn't just accomplished on the performance end of action sports; he's also taken control of his profession 

from a business standpoint, creating his own line of skateboards, clothing and shoes. Macdonald has also written a 

book, "Dropping in with Andy Mac: The Life of A Pro Skateboarder." 

 Dave Mirra 

BMX Vert and Street 

Age: 31 

Hometown: Syracuse, N.Y. 

Career Highlights: 2004 X Games park and vert gold medalist; 2002 Vans Triple Crown vert champion. 
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With "Got Milk?" ads and his own video game, Dave Mirra has truly transcended action sports. He has won more X 

Games medals than anyone else in the history of the event and he even sponsors his own charity golf tournament. He 

also hosts MTV's "Real World/Road Rules Challenge: The Inferno." 

 Ryan Nyquist 

BMX Street and Dirt 

Age: 26 

Hometown: Los Gatos, Calif. 

Career Highlights: 2004 X Games park silver medalist; 2004 Gravity Games dirt gold medalist and street silver medalist. 

Nyquist won his first contest at 16 and has yet to look back, growing into one of the most dominant riders in the history 

of the sport. Last year, he took home ESPN's ESPY award for the Best Action Sport Athlete. 
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